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Dutch designer Danny Fang is leading a
charge to bring beauty to the bulk business
of Chinese furniture, writes Jo Baker
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anny Fang wouldn't call ‘window at an almost cl “Th qualmhm implements dancing “When [the workers) come bere,  here, and | like v.Im I can leam
hirmsedf d industry - bleak designers in Europe - Cappdhm in his Fang was quite they'reused tojust eamingmoney  new techniqu ick Li
exactly, orevena warchouses wrapped in hazy grey -  Moroso - and they are going to do surprised to find himself drawn to for aliving and they don't care much  Yun-fu, a softly spol

“knight” as he terms it,
tongue in cheek, But
the

as we draw doser to Guangdon
'llsumofbnlmmandlhh y
about

great stuff with or without me,” he
says. “If you want to change the

handicrafts. He had worked with
bmhlwmvmmdponmsm

about the product,” he says.
“Danny’s got them thinking

calloused h:mtk
He started weaving with stripped

there i vorid you have t p about who will own the products bamboo 17 years ago and has been
in his manifesto. With cach luysmd(omcpalnluuisoon l‘h(-y as"dmdo(mﬁnuﬂngbux Duu:hFuIrTnchrpmlsnﬂm.md andv«hyv«(-vmnmmmowurk at Kian since its wicker factory
holder or b where they don't really have an better and more slowly. opened. About a thousand workers
he creates in southem China, that fi ‘good design. You Oneo(Fangsdrs@s.ImmM in his village still use traditional
the Dutch designer s striving to =~ don'tknowwhere  canlift the leved. ke a chi at the Guangzhou Trade materials, he says, but the work is
bnrgalinkweaﬂnﬁmssclo =& thestuffis going, nmsuhslnnuallylhanwoddngﬁar Last summer, after meeting cuwy.s)mdmﬁcwkkuscrmmmdc repetitive and mindless.
the region’s or what impact top-end brands. If you have James Ng of Kian, a Malaysian to go between sun beds around a Fang tries hard not to mount his
mmkapmdumonhul.lts itwill have on engineers designing bulk, theworld  fumiture col Jooking to hotel pool. Among the piles of post-colonial high horse. In Africa he
body is bigger than its brain,” he its users.” stays ugly.” reinvent itself, F: ised he ini frar used to find chikiren helping their
says, gesturing out of the train Back in So Fang, who has Chinese, Dutch  could make his mark parents in but refrained
Amsterdam with and West Indian ancestry, decided and refining Chinese handicrafts for from the blanket criticism of
design guru Marcel 1o head straight h mass Kian's outdoor e working children that’s common
Wanders, Fang used to hub of bulk production - China, But  furniture line took the top prize at na in the west.
spend his days w\lhm j\m a kw ‘months be found the Malaysia Intemational Fumiture | k. It “If you're not in a position to
ing on high- y tested. Many Fair last month. NuiK. 1t Y educate your kid, let them help you
§) profie projects for rmmrw-mmr Gy f] the  hiooer than its brain,  survive, hesays. “In certain
# clients suchasPuma,  assistance have ripped off European  old knowledge of handicrafts is ot s conditions it’s also an education.”
furniture products - including stuff by his dyingoutin China,"says Fang “But  [1's out of balance Ina similar manner he
supplicr Poliformand  friends back home. with our weavers | try to challenge that China, asa
ic brand the only way them by developing country, needs to be
Bisazza. Forsixyearshe  to beat the fakers would be to ofsqm.ordodn;m'w. undhtsh\mslhcwmcworkm allowed to make its mistakes.
was an integral part of convert them, to hook Chinese and I'l in retum, Fang's “Look at how they lived in
helping to business owners on original design. vmfkdoeelywuhﬂmnwseehow model.!h:ysay will result in messy,  England during the Industrial
d glan Now Fang's getting his chs happen. Allofa but they're going jon. All do here is try
Moool y may the Pearl it ly product, achair o set an example.”
and Droog Design. Nowhe River Delta, b has heap lotof  called Gradient, has wicker colours Fang has his sights set on other
d cubicl i prices can’t pride and joy in th fi And Fanghasa o?induslr)'dmlmdywea
inan office in Kowloon Tong's b further andin stage.” fe he designer - the production-line
Innocentre, tackling such things s fierce. At the by i the Shanghai fair  plodders that are doomed to short,
bath jes and small “B havemadetheir  toil inan airy workshop, straddling  next month. unappreciated lives before they hit
lastic fans, and he thout design,” says Fang, i deftly swingin 0 app! the landill. Design, says Fang, has
“Buta 3 gnis length: wicker the 3 of the factories in !hcpmwrlnmspwp
soulhem(}ulnsmdlumnl that they L ing i about. Ching, Kian's hy iver Delta b hi inside and
heartland. There’s Jess money, to stay ahead.” general manager, spends abouthalf  tumover of seasonal workers, but Hemaylmbcpmlchmglolhc
clearly. h:mrmsw: ucruxnly So ivil dres f is time in Chis there’s l at Kian, converted, but then the righteous
whaton g sleek pl: buck d Mugji firm’s Malaysi “The product is always developing rarely have it easy.
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home Shopper, which Roberts traditional elements and exude a sense
d garden is ion from its through i i has also covered the windowsils in a of calm, says e uses black
design, decor, architecture and Room of the Day, which explains Tribeca loft with “because It gives contrast”,

i P i why b cormice veneer to pick up the colour of the “We akso use black floors,” he sarys.
from magazines such as Cortage 1o steal the look; o Y- “Most of the time, if we use a black floor,
Living, Coastal Living, Southern which i d iors, but you we make the baseboards and walls
Living, Southern Accents and Sunset,  tricks; and Stuf] You'l Love, which can make those elements dark. Even for contrast, be ‘white. But if i’s a ight wood floor, we'll
andO: g “Its a trick,” says Randy Gerner of use black baseboards and doors.” But

h Gerner Kronick & Valcarced, Architects. he says such decisions ahways take into
mk)y,lhcsnemymoﬁers “The greater the contrast you set up, the account the characteristics of the space.
decorating basics, interior-design are He also suggests other ways of
trends, how-to videos, step-by-step bigger itis. Alotof Creating contrast. For example, he is
instructions for home and mﬂnalwmmllwu&rﬂv
gardening projects, virtual touss, Mmmmwmhm black except for the furniture, which wil
new products, before-and-after be pure white, “We also sometimes.
photos, polls and blogs. It also shows mwuwm paint ceilings black,” he says. “It sounds
arange of styles including coastal, razy, but itsjust a ittle bit dramatic.”
cottage, traditional, contemporary antie S0 feed free to use dark mouidings in
and eco-firie . Themed channels D grey off amodern interior, even If it seems as if
on topics such as organising, against a light straw-coloured wall, This most people are doing the opposite. Just
remodelling and entertaining rotate make sure the mouldings are part of a
cach month. apartment a sense of warmth. larger design plan.
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