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036 directions design

New Guy on the Block

In recent years, a growing number of designers
and design companies have chosen to make
Hong Kong their creative base. One of the most
recent is Danny Fang, a young Dutch designer

who made a transcontinental leap from
Amsterdam to set up his own studio in Hong
Kong. “As an industrial designer it is exciting to
become part of the most important production
lung in the world,” says Fang.
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“In the past | worked on projects where we
did development and manufacturing in Asia, but
guided the projects from Europe. | realised that
even with modern communications, the cultural
and physical distances were too big to bridge. So |
decided that if | wanted to play a role in Asia, |
had to be in Hong Kong, a centrally located hub
and the best cultural fit for me.”

A 1998 graduate of the Design Academy of
Einhoven, Fang worked as a freelance designer,
taking on projects for Fair Trade and Young
Designers and Industry, before joining Marcel
Wanders Studio in 2001. During his participation
in numerous projects, he evolved his own practical
design approach. “I enjoy creating concepts that
are useful, comprehensible and inspiring,” he says.

" love going to my clients and their factories to
make ideas happen, and working alongside their
engineers and factory workers to solve problems.”

His first design under the Fang Studio label,
the ‘Matryoshka Chair’, was recently launched. It
is a lightweight outdoor furniture set consisting of
two chairs and two side-tables/stools. As its name
suggests, the work was inspired by Matryoshka
dolls, combining high-tech materials with
traditional handcrafted forms. “I like to tell little
stories with my work and | try to find a good
balance between ‘male technology’ and ‘female
sensitivity’,” Fang remarks.

For more information on Fang Studio Ltd
(Hong Kong), ring 3188 8121 or email
info@fangstudio.com.



